LACMA  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LACMA APPOINTS CURATOR TO LAUNCH AFRICAN ART PROGRAM

(Los Angeles, December 1, 2011)—The Los Angeles Cou nty Museum of Art
(LACMA) has named Dr. Mary (Polly) Nooter Roberts C onsulting Curator of
African Art to help launch a program and establish a gallery dedicated to
the arts of Africa. Dr. Roberts is Professor of Wor Id Arts and Cultures at
UCLA, and will continue her full-time teaching posi tion while consulting

for LACMA. She was Senior Curator of the Museum for African Art in New
York from 1984-1994 and Deputy Director and Chief C urator of the Fowler
Museum at UCLA from 1999-2008. Additionally, she wa S a guest curator at
LACMA for the 2008 exhibition Tradition as Innovation in African Art.
The goal of Dr. Roberts’s appointment is to bring g reater visibility to
African arts in Southern California, while creating programmatic linkages
between LACMA and UCLA. As LACMA CEO and Wallis Ann enberg Director Michael
Govan states, “We have looked forward to launching a program for African
art for several years and the timing seems right. W e are excited to work
with Polly Nooter Roberts as we explore new ways of understanding and
presenting the richness of African artistic express ion.”

Dr. Roberts has conducted research in a number of A frican countries and
many European and American museums and private coll ections. She has
curated such major exhibitions as Secrecy: African Art that Conceal s and

Reveal s (1993) and Menory: Luba Art and the Making of Hi story (1996), both



at the Museum of African Art, and A Saint inthe Cty: Sufi Arts of Urban

Senegal (2003) at the Fowler Museum. All three shows trave led to several
museums, and the latter two received major book awa rds. Her more recent
exhibitions include I nscribing Meaning: Witing and Graphic Systens in
African Art (Fowler Museum, 2007); Tradition as Innovation in African Art
(LACMA, 2008); and Continental Rifts: Contenporary Tinme-Based Wrks of
Afri ca (Fowler Museum, 2009). In 2007, Dr. Roberts was dec orated by the
Republic of France as a Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters for her
promotion of francophone African artists. She holds a PhD in Art History

from Columbia University.

African Art at LACMA

LACMA's growing collection of African art is divers e in form, material,
and purpose. Works include masks and figures of woo d and ivory, metalwork,
textiles, beaded crowns, stools, and body adornment s. Notable in the
collection are a bronze plague depicting a seventee nth-century official of
the Benin Kingdom; a bol i figure from Mali; and a selection of works from

the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Explore the ¢ ollection online at

www.lacma.org/art/collection/african-art

About LACVA

Since its inception in 1965, LACMA has been devoted to collecting works of art that

span both history and geography and represent Los A ngeles's uniquely diverse

population. Today, the museum features particularly strong collections of Asian, Latin

American, European, and American art, as well as a contemporary museum on its campus.

With this expanded space for contemporary art, inno vative collaborations with artists,

and an ongoing Transf or mat i on project, LACMA is creating a truly modern lens thr ough

which to view its rich encyclopedic collection.

Locati on and Contact: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard (at Fairfax Avenue), Los A ngeles, CA,
90036 | 323 857-6000 | lacma.org

Hour s: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: noon-8 pm; Friday: noon -9 pm; Saturday, Sunday: 11
am-8 pm; closed Wednesday

General Adm ssi on: Adults: $15; students 18+ with ID and senior citiz ens 62+: $10

Free General Adm ssi on: Members; children 17 and under; after 5 pm weekday s for L.A.
County residents; second Tuesday of every month; Ta rget Free Holiday Mondays
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Press Cont act: For additional information, contact LACMA Communica tions at
press@lacma.org or 323 857-6522.
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