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today. This exhibition is co-curated by Eduardo Sanchez of LACMA Education and 

Julie Romain, assistant curator of South and Southeast Asian Art. 

 

"This collaboration with Bari Kumar is the first time LACMA has presented an 

exhibition dedicated to South and Southeast Asian art at Charles White Elementary 

School. Bari Kumar: Remembering the Future looks into the past with examples of 

ancient art from LACMA’s collection but also looks to the present through the artist's 

contemporary works, which draw from ancient objects as a source of inspiration," 

said Eduardo Sanchez. "This view of the past and connection to the present was one 

of the inspirations for the title of the exhibition." 

 

"I am thrilled to be working with LACMA and the students of Charles White Elementary  

School on this exhibition. With the ranogli I hope to engage students in a discussion 

about the symbiotic relationship between creation and destruction through this ephemeral  

art practice” said artist Bari Kumar.  

 

About Bari Kumar 

Born in Andhra Pradesh in 1966, Bari Kumar studied at the Rishi Valley School in 

India. Kumar moved to Los Angeles in January 1985 and studied graphic design at 

Otis/Parsons School of Design, graduating in 1988. Kumar’s work is informed by his 

bicultural experiences: canvases feature desolate landscapes with fragmented 

imagery, words, and symbols and are inspired as much by Los Angeles, where he has 

lived for 30 years, as from childhood memories of growing up in rural southern India. 

His work has been shown internationally in India and throughout the United States, 

including the Craft and Folk Art Museum, San Jose Museum of Art, Queens Museum 

of Art, Pacific Asia Museum, and more. 

 

LACMA On-Site 

The museum has a longstanding relationship with school and community organizations 

throughout Southern California as part of Art Programs with the Community: LACMA 

On-site, an ambitious multiyear partnership that has provided art programs and 

materials to school, libraries, and community organizations throughout LAUSD since 

2006. A variety of education programs provide hands-on activities and discussions 

about art in classrooms, libraries, and public exhibition spaces throughout the region. 

Bari Kumar: Remembering the Future is the seventh LACMA-organized exhibition at 

Charles White Elementary School, which opened in 2004 on the former campus of 

Otis College of Art and Design. The school is named after the artist Charles White 

(1918–1979), who lived in the area and who taught at Otis for many years. Prior 

exhibitions include Kaz Oshiro: Chasing Ghosts; Shinique Smith: Firsthand, A is for 

Zebra; LA Icons: Urban Light and Watts Towers (with artists Pato Hebert and Ball-

Nogues Studio); Journey | Recorridos (with artist Marysa Dowling); and SWAP (with 

artists Mark Bradford and Ruben Ochoa). 
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