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(Los Angeles, July 7, 2011)—The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) 

is pleased to announce that Bruce Nauman’s most rec ent large-scale video 

and sound installation, For Beginners (all the combinations of the thumb 

and fingers), 2010, is now part of its collection thanks to Frenc h 

entrepreneur François Pinault’s contribution.   

 

Widely considered one of the most important artists  working today, Nauman 

represented the United States at the 2009 Venice Bi ennale, where he won 

the coveted Golden Lion. The artist made For Beginners in 2010, which was 

first exhibited at the Sir Norman Foster-designed S perone Westwater 

gallery in New York in the fall of 2010. The two-ch annel work, screened at 

a large scale, depicts two pairs of hands with the fingers and thumbs 

opening and closing in different combinations, foll owing verbal 

instructions.  

 

“This is truly a landmark acquisition for LACMA,” s ays LACMA CEO and 

Wallis Annenberg Director Michael Govan. “We are th rilled to have this 

dramatic and important artwork enter the collection , and are especially 

grateful to Mr. François Pinault for acquiring the work jointly with, and 

for, LACMA. Nauman is internationally recognized as  one of the greatest 

living artists; it’s therefore appropriate to share  his work across two 

continents. The art work is also especially relevan t to LACMA since Nauman 
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lived in California and Los Angeles in the 1960s an d ‘70s, and LACMA 

mounted the artist’s first retrospective in 1972.”    

 

Mr. Pinault is founder of PPR (Gucci Group, Puma, A lexander McQueen, and 

others) and is one of the major collectors of conte mporary art in the 

world. His collection is on view to the public at t he Palazzo Grassi and 

Punta della Dogana in Venice, Italy. He states, “I am delighted that 

thanks to our collaboration with LACMA, such a majo r work by one of the 

greatest artists of our time will be presented to a  large international 

audience in the United States as well as in Europe,  where I plan to 

display it in Venice.” 

 

Franklin Sirmans, LACMA’s Terri and Michael Smooke Department Head and 

Curator of Contemporary Art, stated “LACMA has coll ected works by Nauman 

representing each decade of his work since the late  1960s. Our collection 

already includes video, prints, sculpture, photogra phy, and a major neon 

work, Human Nature, the titular work of our current exhibition of wor ks 

from the permanent collection.” Sirmans continued, “As with another work 

by Nauman in the same show, Walk with Contrapposto (1968), For Beginners 

was created more than forty years later in the stud io with a camera, the 

artist’s body, and little else.” 

  

Born in 1941 in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Nauman’s pract ice spans a broad range 

of media including sculpture, photography, neon, vi deo, drawing, 

printmaking, and performance. Since the 1970s he ha s been recognized as 

one of the most consistently innovative and provoca tive artists working 

internationally. Nauman graduated from Wisconsin in  1964, and received his 

MA from the University of California, Davis, in 196 6. He lives and works 

in New Mexico, and is represented by Sperone Westwa ter. 

 

For Beginners will go on view on the ground floor of the Broad 

Contemporary Art Museum (BCAM) at LACMA in fall 201 1. 

 

About François Pinault collection in Venice 
On view at Palazzo Grassi-François Pinault Foundati on: The World Belongs to You, 
through December 2011; at Punta della Dogana-Franço is Pinault Foundation: In Praise of 
Doubt, through December 2012.  
 
Information:  www.palazzograssi.it  
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Press Contact:  Claudine Colin Communication, eva@claudinecolin.com  or +33 1 42 72 60 
01  
 
 
About LACMA 
Since its inception in 1965, LACMA has been devoted  to collecting works of art that 
span both history and geography and represent Los A ngeles's uniquely diverse 
population. Today, the museum features particularly  strong collections of Asian, Latin 
American, European, and American art, as well as a contemporary museum on its campus. 
With this expanded space for contemporary art, inno vative collaborations with artists, 
and an ongoing Transformation project, LACMA is cre ating a truly modern lens through 
which to view its rich encyclopedic collection. 
 
Location and Contact:  5905 Wilshire Boulevard (at Fairfax Avenue), Los A ngeles, CA, 
90036 | 323 857-6000 | lacma.org 
  
Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: noon-8 pm; Friday: noon -9 pm; Saturday, Sunday: 11 
am-8 pm; closed Wednesday  
 
General Admission:  Adults: $15; students 18+ with ID and senior citiz ens 62+: $10  
 
Free General Admission:  Members; children 17 and under; after 5 pm weekday s for L.A. 
County residents; second Tuesday of every month; Ta rget Free Holiday Mondays 
 
Press Contact: For additional information, contact LACMA Communica tions at 
press@lacma.org or 323 857-6522.  
 
Images (page 1) 
Bruce Nauman, For Beginners (all the combinations of the thumb and fingers), 2010 
HD video installation (color, stereo sound), contin uous play, 2 HD video sources, 2 HD 
video projectors, 4 speakers, dimensions variable 
Image courtesy Sperone Westwater, New York 
© 2011 Bruce Nauman / Artists Rights Society (ARS),  New York 
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