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The Presence of the Past: Peter Zumthor Reconsiders LACMA 

Peter Zumthor Bio 

 
Architect Peter Zumthor was the recipient of the 20 13 Royal Gold Medal 

from the Royal Institute of British Architects and the 2009 Pritzker 

Architecture Prize Laureate, among many other inter national awards. For 

the Pritzker, the jury noted: “All of Peter Zumthor ’s buildings have a 

strong, timeless presence. He has a rare talent of combining clear and 

rigorous thought with a truly poetic dimension, res ulting in works that 

never cease to inspire.”  

 

The son of a cabinet-maker, Zumthor trained as a cabinet-maker at his 

father's shop and then as a designer and an archite ct in Switzerland and 

New York. He began his career working for the Department of P reservation 

of Monuments of Canton of Graubünden, Switzerland a nd established his own 

practice in 1979 in Haldenstein, Switzerland. Zumth or has been professor 

at the Accademia di Architettura di Mendrisio, Univ ersità Della Svizzera 

Italiana (1996-2008) and a visiting professor at th e University of 

Southern California SCI-ARC, the Technische Univers ität in Munich, and the 

Graduate School of Design at Harvard University. Hi s works include the 

Therme Vals, Switzerland (1996); the Kunsthaus Breg enz, Austria (1997); 

Bruder Klaus Field Chapel, Wachendorf, Germany (200 7); Kolumba Art Museum, 

Cologne (2007); Steilneset, Memorial for the Victim s of the Witch Trials 

in the Finnmark, Vardø, Norway (2011) and the Serpe ntine Gallery Pavilion, 

London (2011). 


