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Exhibition: Shinique Smith: Firsthand 
On View:     February 8–June 8, 2013 
Location:   Charles White Elementary School Gallery  

 

 

(Los Angeles—January 22, 2013)The Los Angeles Count y Museum of Art (LACMA) 

presents Shinique Smith: Firsthand  at Charles White Elementary School as 

part of its ongoing engagement with the museum’s su rrounding community. 

Drawing upon Smith’s upbringing in the urban grit o f Baltimore and her 

early exposure to the vibrant realm of fashion desi gn, Shinique Smith: 

Firsthand  combines objects the artist selected from LACMA’s Costume and 

Textiles collection, new work based on her experien ce within the school 

and community, and art produced by Charles White El ementary School 

students. Smith’s capacity to view childhood memori es and her daily 

environment differently—through the lens of an arti st—motivated the 

students to consider the effects of their surroundi ngs and identify 

sources of inspiration in their own lives.  

 

“I find magic in the relationships of objects and t he people that surround 

me,” says Smith. “The show has three parts: my work , the kids’ work, and 

the work of fabulous designers from LACMA’s Costume  and Textiles 

(Image captions on page 4) 
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collection. Seemingly these components have little in common, but I see 

the connection within the threads of inspiration fr om everyday life we 

have all culled. There were so many pieces in the c ollection to explore. I 

narrowed things down to processes and forms that I felt drawn to 

aesthetically, especially garments that explore vol ume, collage, and 

pattern. Also, I chose a few designers that I was e xposed to and inspired 

by as a child, like Geoffrey Beene and Bill Blass. The new work that I'm 

making for the show was influenced by the color of an Yves Saint Laurent 

costume and the energy I absorbed discovering MacAr thur Park and the 

fabric district.”  

 

LACMA’s Associate Vice President of Education Sarah  Jesse remarks, “As 

this project takes place within the context of an e lementary school, it 

commands a different degree of engagement from the artist than a 

traditional exhibition. Smith understands the initi ative’s dual aim to 

operate at a high level from both curatorial and ed ucational perspectives.  

The show is the result of Smith’s investigation of a rarely-seen area of 

LACMA’s collection and the time students at Charles  White Elementary 

School spent exploring her work and process. We ant icipate that the 

quality of the artwork, the diverse influences that  bred it, and 

involvement of the children will resonate for many audiences.”  

  

The museum has a longstanding relationship with sch ools and community 

organizations throughout Southern California as par t of Art Programs with 

the Community: LACMA On-Site, an ambitious multiyea r partnership that has 

provided art programs and materials to schools, lib raries, and community 

organizations throughout LAUSD Local Districts 4 an d 7 since 2006.  A 

variety of education programs provide hands-on acti vities and discussions 

about art in classrooms, libraries, and public exhi bition spaces 

throughout the region. Shinique Smith: Firsthand  is the fifth LACMA-

organized exhibition at Charles White Elementary Sc hool, which opened in 

2004 on the former campus of Otis College of Art an d Design. The school is 

named after the artist Charles White (1918–1979), w ho lived in the area 

and who taught at Otis for many years. Prior exhibi tions at the school 

include the group exhibition A is for Zebra ; L.A. Icons: Urban Light and 

Watts Towers  (Pato Hebert and Ball-Nogues Studio); Journeys | Recorridos  

(Marysa Dowling); and SWAP (Mark Bradford and Ruben Ochoa). 
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Charles White Elementary School Gallery Location: 2401 Wilshire Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, CA 90057 
 
Public opening: Saturday, February 9, 10 am-2 pm  
 
Charles White Elementary School Gallery Hours: 
From February 9-June 8: 
Thursdays and Fridays, 2:30-6 pm 
Every Second Saturday, 10 am-2 pm 
By appointment only from June 9-July 19. Contact esenga@lacma.org. 
 
 

SHINIQUE SMITH BIO 

New York-based Shinique Smith is inspired by the na ture of objects that 

society consumes and discards. The graffiti of her youth, Japanese 

calligraphy and Abstract Expressionism are influenc es from which she 

extracts “the graceful and spiritual qualities” in written word and the 

everyday. 

 

Smith was raised in Baltimore and was introduced to  fashion design by her 

mother, a designer and style magazine editor. Early  encounters with well-

known designers, visits to fabric stores, and trave ls abroad provoked a 

dual influence of urban culture and high fashion th at shapes her practice. 

Seemingly commonplace things—a chocolate-stained wr apper, socks on a 

clothesline, a reflection in an oil spill—can stir up ideas for artwork.  

 

Smith’s work has been exhibited at the Madison Muse um of Contemporary Art, 

Madison, WI; Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, Bo ulder, CO; Studio 

Museum, Harlem, NY; National Portrait Gallery, Wash ington DC; The New 

Museum, New York, NY; Deutsche Guggenheim, Berlin; PS1/MoMA, New York, NY; 

Rubell Family Collection, Miami, FL; Margulies Coll ection, Miami, FL; and 

the Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO. She has received  awards and fellowships 

from The Joan Mitchell Foundation, the New York Fou ndation for the Arts, 

and Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, and  the Lower Manhattan 

Cultural Council. Smith earned her MFA from Marylan d Institute College of 

Art. Smith currently lives and works in Brooklyn, N Y. She is represented 

by Yvon Lambert Gallery, NY/Paris; Brand New Galler y, Milan; and Galerie 

Zidoun, Luxembourg. 
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Credit 
This exhibition was organized by the Los Angeles Co unty Museum of Art.  
This exhibition is made possible through the Anna H . Bing Children's Art 
Education Fund and by a grant from the John B. and Nelly Llanos Kilroy 
Foundation. Education programs at the Los Angeles C ounty Museum of Art are 
supported in part by the William Randolph Hearst En dowment Fund for Arts 
Education, the Margaret A. Cargill Arts Education E ndowment, and Rx for 
Reading. 
 
 
About LACMA 
Since its inception in 1965, LACMA has been devoted  to collecting works of art that 
span both history and geography-and represent Los A ngeles's uniquely diverse 
population. Today, the museum features particularly  strong collections of Asian, Latin 
American, European, and American art, as well as a contemporary museum on its campus. 
With this expanded space for contemporary art, inno vative collaborations with artists, 
and an ongoing Transformation project, LACMA is cre ating a truly modern lens through 
which to view its rich encyclopedic collection. 
 
Location and Contact: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard (at Fairfax Avenue), Los An geles, CA, 
90036 | 323 857-6000 | lacma.org 
 
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 11 am–5 pm; Friday: 11 a m–8 pm; Saturday, Sunday: 10 
am-7 pm; closed Wednesday 
 
General Admission: Adults: $15; students 18+ with ID and senior citize ns 62+: $10 
 
Free General Admission: Members; children 17 and under; after 3 pm weekdays  for L.A. 
County residents; second Tuesday of every month; Ta rget Free Holiday Mondays 
 
Image captions: 
(Left) Shinique Smith, Swaying Beauty , 2007, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, gift of 
Schiff Fine Art © Shinique Smith 
 
(Center) Shinique Smith, Perfect from the waist… , 2009, Collection of the artist,     
© Shinique Smith 
 
(Right) Shinique Smith, this year’s girl , 2009, Courtesy of the artist and James Cohan 
Gallery, New York/Shanghai, © Shinique Smith, Image  credit: Stephen Brayne 
 
Press Contact: For additional information, contact LACMA Communica tions at 
press@lacma.org or 323 857-6522. 
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