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LACMA HOSTS LANDMARK EXHIBITION CHARTING FILMMAKER AND 

ARTIST TIM BURTON’S CREATIVE VISION AND PROCESS 
 

Exhibition features hundreds of artworks and film-related objects revealing the 

development of Burbank-born Burton’s signature themes and motifs 
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(Los Angeles, May 25, 2011)—The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) 

presents  Tim Burton , a major retrospective exploring the full range of  Tim 

Burton’s creative work, both as a director of live- action and animated 

films, and as an artist, illustrator, photographer,  and writer. Taking 

inspiration from popular culture, fairy tales, and traditions of the 

gothic, Burton has reinvented Hollywood genre filmm aking as an expression 

of a personal vision.  

 

The exhibition brings together more than 700 drawin gs, paintings, 

photographs, film and video works, storyboards, pup pets, concept artworks, 

maquettes, costumes, and cinematic ephemera, includ ing art from a number 

of unrealized and little-known personal projects. T he exhibition was 

organized by Ron Magliozzi, Assistant Curator, and Jenny He, Curatorial 

Assistant, Department of Film, with Rajendra Roy, t he Celeste Bartos Chief 

Curator of Film, The Museum of Modern Art.  
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At LACMA, the exhibition is organized by Britt Salv esen, Department Head 

and Curator of the Wallis Annenberg Department of P hotography, and 

Department Head and Curator of Prints and Drawings.  Salvesen states: “This 

exhibition shows the full range of Tim Burton’s ext raordinary creativity. 

Most people have a good sense of his style, but see ing the show 

demonstrates how persistent his vision is and how e vident it was from very 

early on, before he was even thinking about making full-scale feature 

films. Many of his recurring themes stem from child hood and adolescence 

and combine a unique mixture of horror and humor.” 

 

Born in Burbank in 1958, Tim Burton was heavily inf luenced by popular 

culture. Themes derived from advertising, science f iction, horror films, 

children’s literature and toys, holiday rituals, ca rtoons, and comic 

strips are reflected in his work. The exhibition al so establishes Burton’s 

kinship with a generation of contemporary artists—m any from Southern 

California like Burton himself—who have taken inspi ration from similar 

sources. After studying at the California Institute  of the Arts (CalArts), 

he worked as an animator at the Walt Disney Studios  before breaking out on 

his own. 

 

Many of the works in the exhibition come from the a rtist’s own archive, as 

well as from studio archives and private collection s of Burton’s 

collaborators. Hundreds of never-before-exhibited d rawings, paintings, 

sculptures, and sketchbooks will be joined by a sel ection of domestic and 

international film posters from his feature films, accompanied by music 

specifically composed for the exhibition by Burton’ s longtime collaborator 

Danny Elfman. Also included will be film props and a selection of large-

scale Polaroids created by Burton, as well as virtu ally unseen films—

including early student films.  

 

Exhibition Overview 

Tim Burton will collaborate with LACMA exhibition d esigners in 

transforming the Resnick Pavilion into a “Burtonesq ue” environment. Taking 

advantage of the indoor/outdoor nature of LACMA’s c ampus, Burton will 

install two large-scale outdoor artworks: on view a t the museum’s BP Grand 

Entrance will be a deer-shaped topiary that origina lly appeared in Edward 

Scissorhands (1990); at the Los Angeles Times Central Court, Balloon Boy , 

a 21-foot-tall, 8-foot-diameter many-eyed creature,  an amalgamation of the 
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tragic characters that Burton first introduced in h is 1997 book The 

Melancholy Death of Oyster Boy and Other Stories , will be installed.  

 

The exhibition itself is organized in three section s, each in relation to 

Burbank, California, the city in which Burton was r aised and which served 

as the inspiration for much of his early work. ”Sur viving Burbank” begins 

with Burton’s early days and includes studies, draw ings, Super 8mm and 

16mm films, and ephemera from the 1970s and 1980s, which serve to 

demonstrate the outpouring of creative energy and i nvention he was 

experiencing as a young artist. “Beautifying Burban k” shows Burton coming 

into his own as a creative thinker, as his talent m atured during three 

years of study at CalArts and four years working as  an animator at the 

Walt Disney Studios, where examples of his first pr ofessional work reveal 

the emergence of a number of Burton’s signature mot ifs and stylistic 

traits. Finally, “Beyond Burbank” segues into Burto n’s work in feature 

film as his professional career blossomed following  the success of Pee-

wee’s Big Adventure in 1985. This section features costumes, props, 

puppets, and concept art from Burton’s career as a celebrated filmmaker. 

Burton’s graphic art and texts for non-film project s, hand-painted models, 

large-scale Polaroids, and a selection of domestic and international 

posters from his films round off the exhibition’s s urvey of the artist’s 

creative work during this period.  

 

Burton has also created seven new pieces for the tr aveling exhibition, 

including the aforementioned Balloon Boy;  a toyhouse diorama inspired by 

Burton’s six-episode Internet series The World of Stainboy (2000); an 

animatronic Robot Boy sculpture, based on a charact er from Burton’s 1997 

children’s book The Melancholy Death of Oyster Boy and Other Storie s;  and 

a revolving, multimedia, black-light carousel insta llation that hangs from 

the ceiling. Three original Burton “creature” sculp tures are also on 

display in the introductory gallery, and another gr oup of creatures, 

produced especially for LACMA, will be installed in  the concluding gallery. 

 

Tickets 

Exhibition admission: $20 per ticket; members: 2 fr ee tickets; children 17 

and under: free. Group rates are available. Contact  groupsales@lacma.org , 

or call 323 857-6010.  
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Publication 

The publication Tim Burton traces the evolution of Burton’s creative 

practices, following the current of his visual imag ination from his early 

childhood drawings through his mature work. The boo k includes essays by 

Ron Magliozzi and Jenny He, and illustrated with fi lm stills, drawings, 

paintings, photographs, maquettes, and graphic work  including previously 

unseen works from Burton’s personal archive. Tim Burton is published by 

The Museum of Modern Art and is distributed to the trade through 

Distributed Art Publishers (D.A.P) in the United St ates and Canada, and 

through Thames + Hudson outside North America. It i s available in LACMA 

shops and online at shop.lacma.org. Paperback. 8 x 10 in.; 64 pp; 64 color 

stills. Price: $19.95. ISBN: 978-0-87070-760-5 

 

Travel 

Following its presentation at LACMA, the exhibition  will travel to La 

Cinémathèque française, Paris (March 7–August 5, 20 12). Prior to LACMA’s 

presentation, the exhibition opened at The Museum o f Modern Art, New York 

(November 22, 2009-April 26, 2010) and traveled to the Australian Centre 

for the Moving Image, Melbourne, Australia (June 24 -October 10, 2010), and 

The Bell Lightbox, Toronto, Canada (November 22, 20 10-April 17, 2011). 

 

Credit 
This exhibition was organized by The Museum of Mode rn Art, New York. The 
Los Angeles presentation was made possible in part by LACMA’s Wallis 
Annenberg Director’s Endowment Fund.  
 

About LACMA 
Since its inception in 1965, LACMA has been devoted  to collecting works of art that 
span both history and geography and represent Los A ngeles's uniquely diverse 
population. Today, the museum features particularly  strong collections of Asian, Latin 
American, European, and American art, as well as a contemporary museum on its campus. 
With this expanded space for contemporary art, inno vative collaborations with artists, 
and an ongoing Transformation project, LACMA is cre ating a truly modern lens through 
which to view its rich encyclopedic collection. 
 
Location and Contact: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard (at Fairfax Avenue), Los A ngeles, CA, 
90036 | 323 857-6000 | lacma.org 
  
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: noon-8 pm; Friday: noon -9 pm; Saturday, Sunday: 11 
am-8 pm; closed Wednesday  
 
General Admission: Adults: $15; students 18+ with ID and senior citiz ens 62+: $10  
 
Free General Admission: Members; children 17 and under; after 5 pm weekday s for L.A. 
County residents; second Tuesday of every month; Ta rget Free Holiday Mondays 
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(Left) Tim Burton, Untitled  ( The Melancholy Death of Oyster Boy and Other Storie s ), 
1998, Private collection, © 2009 Tim Burton. 
 
(Left, Center) Tim Burton, Blue Girl with Wine , c. 1997, Private Collection, © 2009 
Tim Burton. 
 
(Right, Center) Tim Burton, Untitled (Edward Scissorhands) , 1990, Private Collection, 
© 2009 Tim Burton. 
 
(Right) Tim Burton, Untitled (Trick or Treat) , 1980, Private Collection, © 2009 Tim 
Burton. 
 
To access the images above and a selection of other  images, visit LACMA’s Press Image 
Bank at lacma.org/press 
 
Press Contact: For additional information, contact LACMA Communica tions at 
press@lacma.org or 323 857-6522.  
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