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EXHIBITION: EATING GRASS
ON VIEW:  AUGUST 7, 2012-JULY 28, 2013
LOCATION: AHMANSON BUILDING, FOURTH FLOOR

LACMA PRESENTS WEST COAST DEBUT OF EXPERIMENTAL
FILMMAKER ALIA SYED

( IMAGE CREDIT ON PAGE 3)

(Los Angeles, August 7, 2012)—Experimental filmmake r Alia Syed makes her
West Coast debut at the Los Angeles County Museum o f Art (LACMA) with an
installation of her film Eating Grass (2003), on view from August 11,
2012—July 28, 2013. Filmed in Karachi, Lahore, and London, Eating Grass
comprises five overlapping narratives, each represe nting different
emotional states experienced throughout the day tha t are marked by the
Muslim tradition of the five daily prayers. The fil m'’s title references a
remark made by Pakistan’s Prime Minister Zulfikar A li Bhutto in 1974 amid
the nuclear arms race with India, who said his peop le would have their own

nuclear weapon even if it meant “eating grass.”

While the title evokes a particular moment in Pakis tan’s history, the film
itself captures the ebb and flow of urban dwellers as they move through

bustling streets and marketplaces and quiet interio r spaces from morning



to night. Syed questions traditional notions of sto

in her work to explore issues of identity, represen
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Publ i ¢ Programi ng
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Tickets to the screening are free. More information

www.lacma.org

About Alia Syed
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Locati on and Contact: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard (at Fairfax Avenue), Los A ngeles, CA,

90036 | 323 857-6000 | lacma.org

Hour s: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 11 am-5 pm; Friday: 11
am-7 pm; closed Wednesday

am-8 pm; Saturday, Sunday: 10

General Adm ssion: Adults: $15; students 18+ with ID and senior citize ns 62+: $10

Free General Adm ssion: Members; children 17 and under; after 3 pm weekdays for

L.A. County residents; second Tuesday of every mont

h; Target Free Holiday Mondays

I mage: Alia Syed, Still from Eating Grass , 2003, 16mm film, sound; 22:56 min. Photo
courtesy of the artist and Talwar Gallery, New York /New Delhi.
Press Contact: For additional information, contact LACMA Communica tions at

press@lacma.org or 323 857-6522.

HHH



