
^    For immediate release 
 

LACMA ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL ART + FILM GALA HONORING CLINT 

EASTWOOD AND JOHN BALDESSARI ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 

2011 
 

LEONARDO DICAPRIO and EVA CHOW TO CO-CHAIR 
 
 
(Los Angeles, September 9, 2011)—The Los Angeles Co unty Museum of Art 

(LACMA) is pleased to announce the inaugural Art + Film Gala honoring 

actor and filmmaker Clint Eastwood and artist John Baldessari at LACMA on 

Saturday, November 5, 2011. Co-chaired by actor Leo nardo DiCaprio and 

LACMA Trustee Eva Chow, the evening will celebrate the art of the moving 

image and will bring together luminaries from both communities. Proceeds 

from the gala will be used to support LACMA’s initi ative to make film more 

central to the museum’s curatorial programming, whi le also funding LACMA’s 

broader mission. This will include the newly reinvi gorated film program 

led by Film Independent’s Elvis Mitchell, as well a s exhibitions, 

acquisitions, and educational programming, in addit ion to screenings that 

explore the intersection of art and film. The 2011 Art + Film Gala has 

been made possible with the generous support of Guc ci. 

 

“Los Angeles is the hub of the film industry,” says  Michael Govan, LACMA 

CEO and Wallis Annenberg Director. “It's also now o ne of the most 

important centers in the world for contemporary art . What an opportune 

time to bring these two globally important creative  communities together 

at LACMA, acknowledging motion pictures’ increasing ly significant place in 

the whole history of art. We are most indebted to L eonardo DiCaprio and 

Eva Chow for their outstanding leadership in this e ffort, and for their 

help in honoring two remarkable creative forces, Cl int Eastwood and John 

Baldessari.” 

 

“Supporting LACMA’s Art + Film Gala is essential to  our ambitious goals 

for film at the museum,” said Gala Co-Chair Eva Cho w. “I am thrilled to 

sit on LACMA’s Board with many highly respected fil m industry leaders and 
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to co-chair this important fundraiser with Leonardo  DiCaprio, whose 

support for this initiative is so critical. We are looking forward to an 

incredibly exciting evening, including fabulous ent ertainment and a 

special dinner prepared by world-renowned chef Joac him Splichal. I am 

certain that everyone who attends will have an amaz ing time.”  

 

Clint Eastwood is one of the most distinguished fil mmakers and actors in 

contemporary American cinema. With more than 70 mov ies to his credit on 

both sides of the camera, he most recently directed  the upcoming drama J. 

Edgar, starring DiCaprio in the title role.   

 

Leonardo DiCaprio said, “I am proud to take part in  this celebration of 

the contributions of Clint Eastwood. His illustriou s motion picture career 

is unparalleled. And I'm so pleased that LACMA reco gnizes film as the art 

form it is and is dedicated to creating a world-cla ss film department.”  

 

An imposing figure in contemporary art, Los Angeles 's own John Baldessari 

is widely considered to be one of the most signific ant artists to emerge 

since the mid-1960s. His successful retrospective, co-organized by LACMA 

and presented in Los Angeles last year, opened its tour at the Tate in 

London and ended at the Metropolitan Museum in New York.  

 

Govan stated “An international influence, John is o ne of Southern 

California’s most recognized artists, who through h is commitment and 

contributions to our city’s cultural heritage as bo th an artist and 

teacher have helped make Los Angeles the center of contemporary art it is 

today. Through his consistent use of photography—of ten film stills—and 

video, John has continued to make art that beguiles  audiences with his 

humor, conceptual approach, unconventional methods,  and sly wit.” 

 

The Art + Film Gala 2011 is expected to draw illust rious local, national, 

and international guests from the worlds of art, en tertainment, fashion, 

and design, including collectors, philanthropists, and cultural and civic 

leaders, among others.  

 

"Supporting LACMA's mission to celebrate the art of  filmmaking is a 

natural extension of Gucci's longstanding commitmen t to the film 

community," said Gucci Creative Director Frida Gian nini. "We are proud to 
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join Michael Govan, Eva Chow, and Leonardo DiCaprio  in honoring the 

inspiring and distinguished careers of Clint Eastwo od and John 

Baldessari." 

 

 

 

To reserve a table or purchase tickets, contact Dhy andra Lawson at 323 

857-4774 or dlawson@lacma.org 

 

For red carpet inquiries, please contact Andy Gelb,  Slate PR, at 310 461-

0111, andy@slate-pr.com 

 

About LACMA 
Since its inception in 1965, LACMA has been devoted  to collecting works of art that 
span both history and geography and represent Los A ngeles's uniquely diverse 
population. Today, the museum features particularly  strong collections of Asian, Latin 
American, European, and American art, as well as a contemporary museum on its campus. 
With this expanded space for contemporary art, inno vative collaborations with artists, 
and an ongoing Transformation project, LACMA is cre ating a truly modern lens through 
which to view its rich encyclopedic collection. 
 
Location and Contact: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard (at Fairfax Avenue), Los A ngeles, CA, 
90036 | 323 857-6000 | lacma.org 
  
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: noon-8 pm; Friday: noon -9 pm; Saturday, Sunday: 11 
am-8 pm; closed Wednesday  
 
General Admission: Adults: $15; students 18+ with ID and senior citiz ens 62+: $10  
 
Free General Admission: Members; children 17 and un der; after 5 pm weekdays for L.A. 
County residents; second Tuesday of every month; Ta rget Free Holiday Mondays 
 
Press Contact: For additional information, contact LACMA Communications at 
press@lacma.org or 323 857-6522.  
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