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LACMA Appoints Nicole Avant, Anne Emerich Palmer,
Ryan Seacrest, and Ann Ziff to Its Board of Trustees

(Los Angeles, June 16, 2014)-The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA)
announces the appointment of four new members to its board of trustees: the Honorable
Nicole Avant, Anne Emerich Palmer, Ryan Seacrest, and Ann Ziff. This brings the total

number of trustees serving the museum to 54.

Board co-chair Terry Semel said, "These four new trustees join an engaged and dynamic

board, leading LACMA into an even greater and exciting new era."

Board co-chair Andrew Gordon said, "Each of these trustees bring new talents and depth to

the board of trustees, at a time of great momentum for LACMA."

Nicole Avant

The Honorable Nicole Avant was nominated by President Barack Obama and unanimously
confirmed by the U.S. Senate as the 13th U.S. Ambassador to The Bahamas in 2009. She
was the youngest as well as the first African American woman to hold the position. During her
tenure, Ambassador Avant created unique events and programs, which further cemented the
relationship between the U.S. and The Bahamas. Ambassador Avant’s successes in The
Bahamas garnered a State Department nomination for the Sue M. Cobb Award for Exemplary
Diplomatic Service. In May 2013, the Nicole A. Avant Scholarship Fund was established at
the College of The Bahamas and presented by First Lady Bernadette Christie in honor of
Ambassador Avant's commitment to the cause of accessible education. Prior to her
appointment as ambassador, she was vice president of Interior Music Publishing from 1998
to 2008.

In addition to her service abroad, Ambassador Avant has a legacy of philanthropy at home.
She is an active board member for Best Buddies International and People for the American
Way. She has also served on the board of the Bogart Pediatric Research Center and in
2007 was named the Next Generation Leader by the American Cancer Society.

Anne Emerich Palmer

Born and raised in Paris, Anne E. Palmer came to the United States in 1986 to become
proficient in the English language after completing her undergraduate studies in Lyon.

After acquiring a masters degree in clinical psychology, Mrs. Palmer interned as a family and
child therapist at Friends of the Family, a nonprofit organization serving underprivileged
families in Los Angeles County, from 1995 to 2001. From 2000 to 2004, she served on



its board of directors. Mrs. Palmer is the co-chair of Le Lycée Francgais de Los Angeles

Parents Association and is also a Middle-School Ambassador there.

In 2001 Mrs. Palmer and her husband, Geoffrey, acquired the 1913 estate of Burton E.
Green—the visionary and original developer of Beverly Hills. This set the background for their
current art collection and acquisitions. Mr. and Mrs. Palmer collect 18th-century French
furniture and decorative arts, including royal furniture from the collection of Marie

Antoinette, as well as French Impressionist and Orientalist paintings. The Palmers have also
assembled an outdoor sculpture garden on their property, with several monumental-scale
works by Maillol and Henry Moore, among others.

Ryan Seacrest

Ryan Seacrest holds preeminent positions in broadcast and cable television and nationally
syndicated and local radio. He is celebrated internationally as host of the top-rated primetime
talent showcase, "American Idol," on Fox. He is also host and executive producer of ABC’s annual
New Year’s Eve program, "Dick Clark’s Rockin’ Eve with Ryan Seacrest.” He also has an
agreement with NBCUniversal that includes on-air broadcasting and producing duties. On radio,
Seacrest is host of "On Air with Ryan Seacrest," his nationally syndicated LA morning drive-time
show for Clear Channel's 102.7 KIIS-FM, as well as a nationally-syndicated Top 40 radio show.
He launched Ryan Seacrest Productions (RSP) in 2006, which has since become an Emmy
Award-winning entertainment production company creating programming for numerous networks.
Mr. Seacrest is also an entrepreneur, investing in media and entertainment companies. In fall

2014, he will launch a new clothing collection, Ryan Seacrest Distinction, at Macy’s.

Mr. Seacrest’s philanthropic efforts are focused on youth-oriented initiatives. He serves as chairman
of the Ryan Seacrest Foundation and is the honorary chair of the Grammy Foundation. The Ryan
Seacrest Foundation has opened six broadcast media centers in pediatric hospitals in cities across
the country, including Atlanta, Charlotte, Cincinnati, Dallas, Orange County, and Philadelphia, with

more on the way in 2014. Mr. Seacrest collects postwar and contemporary art.

Ann Ziff

Ann Ziff is chairman of the Metropolitan Opera in New York. She also serves as vice chairman of
the board of Lincoln Center and, as a trustee of Carnegie Hall, the American Museum of Natural
History, New York Restoration Project, Sing For Hope, and the World Science Festival (New
York, NY), among other nonprofit organizations. She is vice chairman of Artist Tribe Foundation.
She is a member of the Visiting Committee of the Arts of Africa, Oceania and the Americas of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. She is also the founding chairwoman of the board of directors of the
Smile Train, an international organization that provides free cleft lip and palate surgery for
underprivileged children. Ms. Ziff is a member of the advisory board of WonderWork, an

organization that provides vision- restoring surgeries for the poor in developing countries.

Page 2



Ms. Ziff designs and makes fine jewelry and founded the eponymous Tamsen Z, a jewelry boutique
in New York. She is a founder and producer of the Caribbean Community Theater in St. Croix,
U.S. Virgin Islands. Ms. Ziff has a masters in social work from New York University, where she
also studied the masters program in music therapy, and she worked as a psychiatric social worker
in the New York City system for many years. She and her late husband collected broadly in non-
Western arts including Chinese and Southeast Asian art, art of Africa, Oceania, and the Americas.
She has been a longtime collector of gemstones and jewelry, including Art Nouveau, Art Deco,

African and Antiquities pieces.
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Co-Chairs of the Board
Andrew Gordon

Terry Semel

Vice Chairs

William H. Ahmanson
Willow Bay

Robert Kotick

Lynda Resnick

Tony Ressler

Trustees

Wallis Annenberg Gabriela Garza
Mark Attanasio Tom Gores
Nicole Avant Brian Grazer
Colleen Bell Brad Grey

Dr. Rebecka Belldegrun Ghada Irani

Nicolas Berggruen
David C. Bohnett
Suzanne Deal Booth
Brigitte Bren

Eva Chow

Ann Colgin

Janet Crown

Kelvin Davis

Kelly Day

Joshua S. Friedman

Victoria Jackson
Suzanne Kayne

Lyn Davis Lear

Bryan Lourd

Michael Lynton

Robert F. Maguire Il
Jamie McCourt
Richard Merkin M.D.
Heather Mnuchin
Wendy Stark Morrissey
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Jane Nathanson Florence Sloan

Peter Norton Eric Smidt

Anne Emerich Palmer Michael G. Smooke
Viveca Paulin-Ferrell Steve Tisch
Anthony N. Pritzker Casey Wasserman
Janet Dreisen Rappaport Elaine Wynn
Steven F. Roth Dasha Zhukova
Carole Bayer Sager Ann Ziff

Ryan Seacrest

Life Trustees

Frank E. Baxter Julian Ganz, Jr.

Daniel N. Belin Mrs. Dwight M. Kendall
Mrs. Lionel Bell William A. Mingst

Donald L. Bren Sandra W. Terner

Eli Broad Mrs. Lillian Apodaca Weiner
Robert A. Day Walter L. Weisman

Camilla Chandler Frost

About LACMA

Since its inception in 1965, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) has been devoted to collecting works of
art that span both history and geography, in addition to representing Los Angeles's uniquely diverse population. Today
LACMA is the largest art museum in the western United States, with a collection that includes over 120,000 objects
dating from antiquity to the present, encompassing the geographic world and nearly the entire history of art. Among the
museum’s strengths are its holdings of Asian art, Latin American art, ranging from pre-Columbian masterpieces to works
by leading modern and contemporary artists; and Islamic art, of which LACMA hosts one of the most significant
collections in the world. A museum of international stature as well as a vital part of Southern California, LACMA shares
its vast collections through exhibitions, public programs, and research facilities that attract over a million visitors
annually, in addition to serving millions through digital initiatives, such as online collections, scholarly catalogues, and
interactive engagement at lacma.org. Situated in Hancock Park on over 20 acres in the heart of Los Angeles, LACMA is
located between the ocean and downtown.

Location: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA, 90036. lacma.org

Press Contact: press@lacma.org, 323-857-6522

Connect with LACMA
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