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W.M. Keck Foundation’s $50 Million Gift Pushes Building
LACMA Campaign Toward $650 Million Mark to Launch
Construction Project

With Los Angeles County and City approvals complete, groundbreaking
for the David Geffen Galleries is on track for early 2020

(Los Angeles, January 30, 2020)—Thanks to a leadership gift of $50 million from the
W.M. Keck Foundation and gifts from other civic leaders, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA) announced today that it is on track to raise $650 million for its
Building LACMA campaign in support of its planned David Geffen Galleries. The goal to
cover the $650 million cost of the building construction will be met by the end of
February, with more than $640 million in commitments already made. Construction of
the new building will begin at that time, as planned and on budget. In 2019, LACMA
received unanimous approval for the building project and its environmental impact report
from the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors and unanimous approval for the
airspace vacation over Wilshire Boulevard from the Los Angeles City Council, clearing
the way for construction. Early pre-construction site work, construction of temporary
facilities, and abatement have begun, and groundbreaking for the David Geffen Galleries
is on schedule for early 2020. With building costs covered, LACMA will now go out to

the public to raise the final $100 million for additional needs.

The mission of the W.M. Keck Foundation, a major supporter of education initiatives
throughout Southern California, dovetails with LACMA’s dedication to engaging a wide
and diverse audience through art. LACMA’s education and public programs are a core
part of the institution’s mission, and the museum has long offered one of the largest art
education programs of any American art museum both in the museum and in
communities. In honor of this gift, the new building will include several named spaces,
including the W.M. Keck Plaza, the W.M. Keck Education Center, and a gallery in the

Education Center.

“We are truly honored by the Keck Foundation’s extraordinary generosity in moving our

building plan forward as we increase our broad outreach to communities,” said LACMA



CEO and Wallis Annenberg Director Michael Govan. “Our community of donors is
throwing their support behind our vision of how an art museum can nurture and celebrate

our diverse city through historical and contemporary art from around the world.”

“The Keck Foundation strives to enrich the lives of Southern California residents and
places special emphasis on children, youth, and their families. We are inspired by
Michael’s vision of an art museum for all,” said Robert Day, Chair and CEO of the W.M.
Keck Foundation. “Along with our new Keck Foundation co-presidents Joe Day and
Stephen Keck, we are particularly excited about the museum’s goal of improving access
to art and art education for Angelenos from all parts of our region for many years to

come.”

Elaine Wynn and Tony Ressler, co-chairs of LACMA’s board of trustees, said, “We are
tremendously grateful for the incredible donor, civic, and community support for our new
building. The generosity of the Keck Foundation will help us serve our visitors and the

artworks we hold in the public trust in the best possible way.”

“l am grateful to all the foundations and donors who are investing in this exciting re-
conceptualization of LACMA,” said Los Angeles County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl. “These
plans will make the County’s cultural assets more accessible to an even greater number
of residents and visitors, and deepen Los Angeles’s reputation as a world-class and

forward-thinking cultural capital.”

“The new LACMA not only marks the museum’s next great chapter, but what is next for
the arts in our vibrant city and county,” said Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas. “l am proud to be an Angeleno at this time, and to witness a sustained

outpouring of civic support for art, culture, and the growing creative economy.”

LACMA’s new building for the permanent collection, the David Geffen Galleries, is the
final component of a decades-long plan to expand and improve the museum’s galleries
and public space. Composed of seven semi-transparent pavilions that support a single
elevated exhibition level with a floor-to-ceiling glass perimeter, the new building will
replace four ailing buildings built in 1965 and 1987 and offer visitors new and

innovative ways to experience LACMA’s vast encyclopedic collection and education and



public programs. By the time this Peter Zumthor-designed building opens and joins the
Bruce Goff-designed Pavilion for Japanese Art and Renzo Piano-designed BCAM and
Resnick Pavilion, LACMA will have nearly doubled its exhibition space and programs
since 2008 and added 3.5 acres of park and open outdoor space. The concept for more
open park space, created by extending the building over Wilshire Boulevard to the
existing parking lot on the southeast corner of Wilshire and Spaulding Avenue, was
crafted in collaboration with the Natural History Museum to provide more access for

paleontological research at the La Brea Tar Pits and for visitors in Hancock Park.

LACMA will remain open during the entirety of its construction project, exhibiting works
from its permanent collection as well as loan exhibitions in the Renzo Piano-designed
BCAM and Resnick Pavilion. The Smidt Welcome Plaza and Ray’s and Stark Bar will
also remain open with LACMA’s full complement of outdoor programs, including Jazz at
LACMA and Latin Sounds concerts. A temporary education space will accommodate

continued on-site education activities.

About the W.M. Keck Foundation

The W.M. Keck Foundation was established in 1954 in Los Angeles by William Myron
Keck, founder of The Superior Oil Company. One of the nation’s largest philanthropic
organizations, the W.M. Keck Foundation supports outstanding science, engineering, and
medical research, and undergraduate education. The Foundation also maintains a
program within Southern California to support arts and culture, education, health, and
community service projects and programs. The W.M. Keck Foundation’s support of
Southern California-based organizations enriches the lives of the region's residents and
has expanded and deepened over the years. Programming for children, youth, and their
families is supported with the goal of providing safe, healthy, supportive environments

that prepare children to succeed in school and in life.

The Building LACMA Campaign

To date, the Building LACMA Campaign has received generous contributions from David
Geffen Foundation; County of Los Angeles; W.M. Keck Foundation; Elaine P. Wynn;
Susan and Eric Smidt; A. Jerrold Perenchio; Ressler/Gertz Family Foundation; Bobby
Kotick; Wasserman Foundation; Steve Tisch; Suzanne Kayne and Maggie Blount Kayne;
Willow Bay and Robert Iger; Mellody Hobson and George Lucas; Debbie and Mark

Attanasio; Beth and Josh Friedman; Anthony and Jeanne Pritzker Family Foundation;



Jane and Terry Semel; Geoff Palmer; Margaret Perenchio; Hana and Kelvin Davis; Wynn
Resorts; Dasha Zhukova; Sheryl and Jonathan Sokoloff; Florence and Harry Sloan; Ryan
Seacrest; David Bohnett Foundation; Carole Bayer Sager and Bob Daly; Drs. Rebecka
and Arie Belldegrun; Ferrell/Paulin Family Foundation, Inc.; Ann Colgin and Joe Wender;
Eva Chow; Brandon-Gordon Family Foundation; Jamie McCourt; Ann Ziff; Annenberg
Foundation; The Honorable Colleen and Bradley Bell; Victoria Jackson and William
Guthy; Suzanne Deal Booth; Mary and Daniel James; Helgard Field-Lion; Carisa Janes
and Jay Levitt; Rebecca and Troy Carter; Carter Reum; Ambassador Nicole Avant and
Ted Sarandos; Renvy Graves Pittman; D'Rita and Robbie Robinson; Janet Crown and
Steve Robinson; Lyn and Norman Lear; Bryan Lourd and Bruce Bozzi; Lustig Family
Foundation; Tally and Bill Mingst; Mo Ostin; Ambassador Frank and Kathrine Baxter;
Bonnie and Ronald Fein; Drs. Ren Ridolfi and Monica Almanza; Helen Pashgian; Terry

and Lionel Bell; Sandra W. Terner; Janet Dreisen Rappaport; and more.

LACMA Campus Transformation Timeline

2008—Broad Contemporary Art Museum (BCAM), Urban Light, and Primal Palm
Garden open

2010—Lynda and Stewart Resnick Exhibition Pavilion opens

2011—Ray’s and Stark Bar opens

2012—Levitated Mass opens

2013—The Presence of the Past: Peter Zumthor Reconsiders LACMA exhibition opens
2014—County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors unanimously approved LACMA’s
conceptual plan and financing plan for the new building

2016—County of Los Angeles environmental impact review process begins
2017—County of Los Angeles releases Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) and
accepts public comments

March 2019—County of Los Angeles releases Final Environmental Impact Report
(FEIR), which finds no permanent environmental impacts will be created by the new
building

April 2019—County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors unanimously certifies the
FEIR, approves project, and authorizes issuance of $117.5 million balance of its
contribution

December 2019—City Council of Los Angeles approves vacation of the airspace for the

portion of the building that crosses Wilshire Boulevard



Fall 2019—Early site work, pre-construction preparation, construction of temporary
facilities and abatement on the four deteriorating buildings begin

Early 2020—Groundbreaking; demolition and construction begin
2023—Construction concludes

2024 —The David Geffen Galleries opens

About LACMA

Located on the Pacific Rim, LACMA is the largest art museum in the western United States, with a collection
of nearly 140,000 objects that illuminate 6,000 years of artistic expression across the globe. Committed to
showcasing a multitude of art histories, LACMA exhibits and interprets works of art from new and unexpected
points of view that are informed by the region’s rich cultural heritage and diverse population. LACMA’s spirit
of experimentation is reflected in its work with artists, technologists, and thought leaders as well as in its
regional, national, and global partnerships to share collections and programs, create pioneering initiatives,

and engage new audiences.

Location: 5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA, 90036. lacma.org
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